
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Wingspan Ministry 

  Advent 2009 

Dear Friends of Wingspan Ministry, 

Greetings in this time of colliding calendars! Just as we move into the last days of 2009, already Advent 

signals the beginning of a new church year. So, in the midst of ending, we begin—with fresh hope for 

Justice, fresh expectation of Joy. 

From this place of promise Wingspan writes to each of you, celebrating our accomplishments of the past 

year, rejoicing at the movement toward justice in our larger church, and sharing our plans for ministry into 

the future. 

Wingspan had significant accomplishments in 2009. Three in particular stand out: adapting the play, Come to 

the Table, for a wider audience; increasing the reach of the book, To the Tune of a Welcoming God; and 

providing leadership and support in Goodsoil’s presence at the ELCA Churchwide Assembly this past 

August. Besides these special efforts, we joined Lutherans Concerned/Twin Cities, as we have in the past, to 

have a strong presence at the local synod assemblies, at Twin Cities Pride Fest, and in a combined marching 

contingent (our largest ever!) in the Pride Parade. 

Last fall (2008) we premiered Come to the Table, an original play by Steering Committee member Randy 

Beard that tells the 125-year journey of St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran Church (SPR) as a congregation and 

its tradition of being welcoming of diverse people throughout the many different eras of its life. Randy has 

creaqted a one-hour version of the script that debuted locally in early August and was performed as part of 

Goodsoil’s activities during Churchwide Assembly. The plan is to make the production or the play available 

to other congregations. While each congregation’s journey is unique, Randy has crafted a play highlighting 

many universal challenges and joys in working for Welcome, and Come to the Table will provide many a 

congregation with a helpful mirror in which to see themselves.  

Also last year, Wingspan partnered with Steering Committee member David 

Weiss to publish his collection of essays and hymns, To the Tune of a 

Welcoming God. The book has received much praise and has now sold over 

1000 copies! In both 2008 and 2009 we provided copies of the book to each 

youth attending the Naming Project’s summer camp for LGBTQ youth here 

in Minnesota. Wingspan recently started a project to place copies of David’s 

book in ELCA seminary and college libraries and campus ministries, as well 

as other Lutheran campus ministries as funds permit. (You can support this 

project by designating your gifts to Wingspan for “Humming the Tune.”) The 

first seventy copies will be on their way to campuses yet this year!  

In August, of course, all roads—and all of our energy—led to the ELCA 

Churchwide Assembly in Minneapolis. Besides hosting a performance of 

Randy’s play and a reception afterwards, Wingspan members were involved 

in every aspect of Goodsoil’s presence. We helped set up and then offered 

hospitality in Goodsoil Central. We wore prayer shawls, gracefully engaged 

voting members during mealtimes, assisted in worship, and wrote for the 



 

  

Goodsoil blog. During those days of high anxiety and holy anticipation Wingspan kept company both with 

our LGBTQ brothers and sisters and with our wider church. 

While we celebrate as well the steps forward at Churchwide, we know that much work remains. We have 

already offered our resources to our local synod as they help congregations live into the changes adopted last 

August. As a church we may now have a Sexuality Statement that speaks to the wholeness of human 

sexuality more clearly than any of our past church statements, but there remain gaps in it, and this needs to 

be the beginning of further conversation rather than the end of it. We are pleased to have policy changes that 

allow for blessings and ordinations among same-gender couples. But we know that, for others, the new 

policies preserve a sense of legitimacy for views that continue to condemn our lives and our love. So we 

hope for more. We lament the way that differences of race and culture were highlighted to try to stifle 

change toward justice for us. We are also acutely aware that our transgender, as well as bisexual and queer-

identified, brothers and sisters continue to be erased from our church’s vision. So we celebrate the day that 

has come, but we know it is not yet the Day for which we wait.  

This past October, on Reformation Sunday, we gathered as a Steering Committee, aided by the presence and 

wisdom of several others, to begin envisioning where we are called to invest our energy in the year ahead. 

We are still working to distill the fruit of the afternoon’s dreaming, praying, and discerning together, into a 

new set of specific projects, but here is a glimpse of some of the ideas that surfaced in our conversations. 

¶ To keep the ELCA “on task” in the timely and celebratory integration of ELM pastors (like our own Pr. 

Anita) into the ELCA roster. 

¶ To explore how congregations can best honor and bless all committed relationships in ways that are 

liturgically, legally, and theologically consistent. 

¶ To explore how full welcome invites us to address the intersections of oppression, especially 

homophobia and racism. 

¶ To explore how our congregation’s commitment to global partnerships shapes—and is shaped by—our 

commitment to GLBT ministry. 

Beginning with our next newsletter we’ll be eager to keep you informed as we move from these and other 

possibilities toward specific plans and projects.  

As always, Wingspan’s work is sustained by your prayers and your contributions. A self-addressed return 

envelope is enclosed for your use. We prayerfully, gratefully, and enthusiastically ask your support as we 

step into Advent with fresh hope and holy expectation! 

 
 

Randy Beard, Dick Bouton, Linda Dahlen, Pat Graham, Katrina Johnson, Gary Mazzone, Jim 

McGowan, Kris Stevens, David Weiss, John Whalen, Jennie Whitehouse, and co-pastors Anita Hill 

and Keith Olstad, all members of the 2009 Wingspan Steering Committee 

Come to the Table 


