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As | approached Assembly 2009, | did so with By Dick Bouton

intentionally low expectations. My experience in passeveral years ago, while serving as a pastor in
assemblies indicated to me if something could gorthern Wisconsin, an old friend of mine and her
wrong it would. husband came to visit me. Donna had been the

o Director of Christian Education for a large city
But | knew we would get some indications as to the,yrch. We were reflecing on our past

fate of theSocial Statement on Human Sexuadityd yg|ationship when she recalled something | had
the Recommendations on Ministry Policiesfter s 5 g at a gathering of

Monday ni ghtos vot es oehthén rivd eg. we®r ewhe£hg t!

attempt to make the Ministry Recommendations 3 s . ¢

subject to a 2/3 majority failed to get even close to a

majority, | believed we would see the MinistryThat line was not said for shock value but out of a

Recommendations pass. (The vote was 42.75% daepening awareness of the human predicament

favor of a 2/3 majority and 57.25 against.) and of Godos relationsh

guestioned, however, if it was possible for the Soci&ince being exiled from the ministry, my being

Statement, which still needed a 2/3 majority, to pass.ifone of her bastard son
reality than | ever dreamed possible. | say that

By Wednesday | had seen nothing really changebécause having been removed from the roster has

expected the Social Statement to get66% of the made me acutely aware of my status in the church

vote and thus fail. | was pleasantly surprised to seegt an outsider.

get 67.67% of the vote and pass.

Historically, bastard
children were
shunned. They were
clearly marked as
outsiders. We in the

t GLBTO conemurdty s e
have long been seen

as misfits and the
Church as an
Cihstitdtian h @as i s
wrangled for years

wi t h wh at t
with  us. For
hundreds of years we

In the Thursday and Friday debates, the opponent
the Ministry Recommendations pulled out all the st
The one | felt the most empathy for was the pastor
said her 7#earold father would never commune
an ELCA church again.
know of GLBT people and their families who we
hounded out of or even expelled from their ELC
churches. Although | felt the empathy, | was able
di scern the difference.
to remove himself. The people | am talking about w} 4
forced out. It is the primary distinction the oppone g =
of the Ministry Recommendations just do not sefi.
able to either understand or give imiamice to. Pastor Keith Olstad wears

(Continued on pags) a prayer shawl at the (Continued on pagé)
Churchwide Assembly

i
H




And There Are Others Knocking at the Door
By David R. Weiss

God seemed intent on literally making a hole in theere. | think of our conservative brothers and sisters
roofd of both Central Lutheran Church and thevho find themselves on ground all too familiar to us,
Minneapolis Convention Centerdast Wednesday. marginalized in a church thégnowis theirs. | think
Tornado sirens blared, tables and tents flew througi our youth, many of whom are leaving the church
the air (some | andi ng Iimdioves, whdle others mustnstrugglento ctaienrthie e r
roof) and tvdice that theuastoohud so desperately need to hear. |

A t igfed, ip the ghi f our differentlyabled members whose
olLet us ' évﬁ@oglrfwﬁns% \Eery %if ereén)ces are found so unsettling by so many that

many others who stillyomentthe Spirit led of all Godds children, th
wait upon friends tol| our church to openitsat home i n Godds house.

doors wider than ever
make yet more hOIeSbefore o _gay and | also think of our brothers and sisters of color who

i n t he ¢ hlwkdhid Nplsdns lhrbtiDtdday deet barriers different but every bit as
faith. In passing the real as the ones we face. From interpersonal

Social Statement on Sexuality on Wednesday, v@fcounters to parish dynamics to institutional
made way for Fridayd s Strugtergsgdtds notbyaegidensthat yve remain myery

churches that choose to offer blessings for ssm&¢hi t e church. Race 18 the
gender relationships or to ordain persons in su@$ though by our unified fervor for equality we can
committed relationships. quickly sidestep all the awkward and uncomfortable

issues it raises for us.
While not achieving everything we might have ]
hoped for (the ELCA st ilfhink 19 efjour hrethers qng S|§tegsraéoyng ¢he s
countervailing view that homosexuality is sinfun  9lobe, whose very lives hang in the balance of the

ibal ancedo we woul d nev epundance e seck far oyrsglves, And tthink af Qs -

voices and marginalize our presence for decades

So | am not about to whine. But | cannot ¢
Mi chael Cobbl er 6s p o w¢

b

Anitads ordination ei gEa¥ h ¢
Preaching on the text where friends of a paral 3

literally remove part of the roof to lower him int

Jesusd presence, Cobbl nd

us all,n And t her e are ot h o ¥
the door é and there i

A

Others Who Still Wait Mary Chilvers, Sharon Baker, Paul Chindvall, Darlene

Bertke, Rev. Brenda Froisland and Julie Redpath at the
As we relish the swell of blessings and ordinations Churchwide Assembly

that will surely follow in the months and years tften made forfeit to our desires. We cling to a
come, let us remember the many others who stdtandard of living that makes our weekly request for
wait upon friends to make yet more holes inthedai |y breado a mockery

churchos roof . fragile and finite planet given to our care.

| think of our bisexual and transgender friend\/hile we celebrate our welcome today, surely we
whose lives remain virtually unheard and unseen gannot celebrate too long a welcome that only
our church (and in this Sexuality Statement)

although they were baptized at the same fonts as we (Continued on pagé)
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Come to the Tablés Available for YOUR Congregation
By Jennie Whitehouse and @astor Keith Olstad

What can one congregation learn from another? What do we
have in common, and how distinctive are our differences?
Minneapolis Area Synod Bishop Craig Johnson has been

1 found t he |pushng thig issuepfer years, _
informative, interesting, saying that itodos time
humorous and |RAEENIGA aluihergn ng . ¢
churches to stop being silos.

OWe arendt p3g Ndt suwpfisinglyh ®ingspan

congregation, but it was moyimgnts to equip Bishop

and inspirational. So many | Johnson and every other

peopl e need tf eynosl aderwith a dew tool

O0The evol ut. ar: not
unlike that of other churches W”m% {o e ﬁf%m biffers.

| Ove been i n\ €dme todhe Wables la ong

o

ol t i nvites
refl ect on t

o0 0

dSHow much I i t\Wipggean 4 pecyragely epreflection.
there is 1in

—

t hat

for congregations who areCome to the Tableast: David Young, Janet Hanson,
i Edward Williams, Jr.,
Susan Townsend and Kathleen Hardy

hour theatrical production and biblical themes are woven throughout the
QrittOn'by padwridhCRAridly Pla9, making it an experience that invites

Bdafd dhd’ Morofuted t yBoth€ thedlogical and organizational

pounds the,L@Gwar gistory : .
of 5t - PaulReformation In its three venues to date, each audience has

Lutheran Church in terms of its ongoine

become quite animated, getting engaged in

commitment to welcome all people into th
particular community of faith.

At its inception, t
focused on bringing English speakers intg
Swedish Lutheran church; in the 1950s 1
challenge was to reach out effectively to t

OA historically authentic]|pr:e
pilgrimage toward harmonious inclusivity beyond racial apd sext
differences. A talented cast portrays characters who botH affirm
and oppose moves toward welcoming and who, time and &gain,
illustrate how unity with diversity is possible in-agbbeisd
community. o

0 Lowell Erdahl, Bishop Emeritus of the Saint Paul Area $ynod

African-American  neighbors around th & Carol Erdahl, covner of the Red Balloon Bookshop in S{. Paul

Pastors Anita Hill and Keith

Olstad introduce Come to the

Tableduring the
Churchwide Assembly

church; and - : -
in recent years it has beentd he pl ayods infectious
reach out to gay, lesbian,-bi presentation of genuine sorrow, anger, shock

sexual and transgenderand hurt, as well as its uplifting presentation
people. of times of elation and healing.

In 2001, St. Paul In2010,Come to the Tablwill be offered as
Reformation ordained Pastora touring production in the Midwest,
Anita Hill, and since then, available for booking in your congregation,
the congregation has moreschool or other organization. A cast of five
than doubled in size. professional actors under the direction of
nationally recognized playwright William

Come to the Table pandall Beard will present this engaging
theatrically presents this yroqyction.

story in a manner that

invites other congregationsThe script will also be made available to
to look at their own congregations or theater companies to-pro
challenges regarding bothduce or to study on their own.

outreach and internal com
munity building. Liturgical (Continued on pagé)
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