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 Wingspan Looks to Future in El 

Salvador 
By Linda Dahlen  

While Wingspan Ministry does not currently have 

a formal presence in El Salvador, ideas are being 

explored to help develop ways to be supportive to 

those in need of special ministry in that country. 

GLBT people have been part of the initial 

delegations to El Salvador from St. Paul- 

Reformation Lutheran Church. The congregation 

has initiated warm and supportive relationships 

with the people there. 

The urgency of the need hit home near the end of 

a long but productive day of meeting with the 

congregation members and leadership of ―Christ 

the Liberator‖ Lutheran Church of Nahualapa, El 

Salvador (the sister church to St. Paul-

Reformation Lutheran). Pastora Concepción 

Marina Angel Vanegas -- Pastor ―Conchi‖ as she 

is usually called – and I had settled into our 

accommodations for the night. Dora, our 

Nahualapa hostess, was busy doing final kitchen 

chores after serving us a delicious supper of soup, 

beans and tortillas on her patio. Earlier in the day, 

Pastor Conchi, Pastor 

Keith Olstad and I had 

collected copies of report 

cards from children of the 

congregation. (Members 

of St. Paul-Reformation 

Lutheran Church had 

provided scholarships for 

more than 80 children for 

the school year just ending 

in late November 2009.) 

(Continued on page 2) 

New Mission Statement and Directions 
By William Randall Beard 

As part of Wingspan’s redefining itself after the 

accomplishments at the ELCA Churchwide Assembly 

last summer, the Steering Committee has adopted a 

new mission statement. 

It is a simple and straightforward 

clarification of our intentions, 

but the specifics are anything but 

simple and straightforward. The 

dimensions of our work include: 

pas tora l  care ,  out reach, 

education and advocacy. 

Wingspan remains firmly rooted 

in the congregation of St. Paul-

Reformation Lutheran Church. 

That is the primary context of 

our work and it’s what makes this ministry unique. As 

co-chair David Weiss said upon drafting the mission 

statement, ―We work to equip and empower our 

congregation to be an effective agent of gospel change 

and in so doing inspire and challenge other 

congregations and church bodies.‖  

Currently, the goals we are working toward are: 

• Recognizing and celebrating the steps taken at CWA 

2009 (see page 2); 

• Tracking ELCA policy implementation and 

preserving the changes; 

• Providing a forum in the newsletter for a 

congregational theology of welcome (see page 6); 

• Building bridges with our congregation’s international 

global ministry initiatives (see left); 

• Developing a consistent ministry of marriage (see 

page 5); 

• Increasing our efforts towards dismantling racism; 

• Establishing a ministry to and with GLBT youth.  

òWingspan 

Ministry models 

and manifests 
the gospel call to 

justice for GLBT 

persons in our 

congregation, 

our church and 
our world.ó 

Pastora Concepción 

 Marina Angel Vanegas, 

ñPastor Conchiò 
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Wingspan Looks to Future in El Salvador 

It was dark outside the patio but the air was still warm as Pastor Conchi scrutinized each report card in the 

large pile. With each one she scanned, she would share a comment. This child was unsuccessful last year, 

but now was going to move to the next grade. Another’s family has left the area. Another child would 

probably never progress—a head injury had caused permanent damage. 

As she neared the last of the report cards, she paused. She was greatly concerned for this particular teen, 

she told me. ―He is struggling with his sexual identity.‖ 

I could only imagine how difficult that might be. El Salvador is pre-

dominantly a Catholic country, and Protestant churches there are 

often Pentecostal. These churches are not accepting or welcoming of 

GLBT people. There is a strong macho culture where men who are 

not masculine acting or looking are scorned. 

Materials developed by PFLAG, LC/NA, and the Human Rights 

Campaign (translated into Spanish) are being shared with Pastor 

Conchi, so that she can better minister to those in her congregation 

who may need help in understanding GLBT issues. Wingspan has 

plans to have some of its materials translated for distribution as well. 

The sister relationship between St. Paul-Reformation and Christ the 

Liberator provides a unique and extraordinary opportunity to expand 

Wingspan’s outreach to Spanish-speaking persons both in the U.S. 

and El Salvador. May God bless this new opportunity. Que Dios 

bendiga esta nueva oportunidad.  

A brief update: Pastor Anita Hill 

flew to San Salvador on Wednesday, 

February 3, in order to spend two 

days with Pastora Conchi prior to the 

rest of the St. Paul-Reformation 

delegation of fourteen people 

arriving on Friday. The two of them 

reviewed the material that Pastor 

Anita carried regarding ministry for 

teens and adults during the coming 

out process and additional resources 

for dealing with AIDS/HIV. Expect 

a fuller account of these 

conversations in your next issue of 

Soaring with Wingspan, and please 

hold these ministries in your prayers.  

- Co-pastor Keith Olstad. 

Wingspan joins with LC/TC in Adventðand Epiphanyðcelebrations  
By David Weiss 

On Sunday, December 6, the second Sunday in 

Advent, one of the assigned readings records 

Zechariah’s song, his tongue loosed after months of 

silence, about God’s promise to redeem God’s 

people. He addressed his newborn son, John, ―and 

you, my child.‖ Who among us did not hear ourselves 

finally named ―my child‖ this past August by the 

Church that first claimed us for God? Dare we hope 

that in the decisions of this Churchwide Assembly the 

Advent of our God for all people has come closer? 

At St. Paul-Reformation, on Sunday, December 6, 

Wingspan hosted a celebration sponsored by 

Lutherans Concerned/Twin Cities to do just that. 

Watching a slideshow of images from the Assembly, 

we recounted the memories of last August. Toasting 

with wine, and feasting on an assortment of hors 

d’oeuvres, nearly 100 of us from across the metro 

area gathered for a foretaste of the feast to come. We 

heard remarks from both Ross Murray and Emily 

Eastwood of LC/NA, but more than anything, we 

heard hope in the voices of each other as we 

journeyed into Advent with fresh anticipation, both 

for Christmas and for the coming kin-dom. 

A little more than a month later, on Saturday evening, 

January 23, St. Paul-Reformation member Cara 

Knudson carried a banner on behalf of our 

congregation as we gathered with members from 

other RIC churches at Holy Trinity Lutheran in 

Minneapolis for the 5th annual Reconciling in Christ 

Festival Worship. Under the theme, ―Coming Home, 

Coming Whole,‖ Pr. Brad Froslee of Calvary 

Lutheran Church opened up the healing of the ten 

lepers as a parable about our life together in the 

church. About 130 persons braved the icy Epiphany 

evening for the worship service followed by a soup 

supper with rich fellowship. Wingspan salutes the 

Twin Cities chapter of Lutherans Concerned for 

faithfully planning this event, and we’re happy that 

Wingspan and St. Paul-Reformation are always well 

represented at it.  



 

  3

In 2008 Wingspan partnered with me (St. 

Paul-Reformation member David Weiss) to 

publish my collection of essays and hymns 

written to promote the full welcome of 

GLBT persons in communities of faith. 

Since then, I’m pleased to report that To 

the Tune of a Welcoming God has done 

very well. In fact, in 2009 my pledge to 

give 25% of the profits from my book back 

to Wingspan provided a gift of more than 

$650!  

Altogether more than 1200 copies have 

been sold, helping to insure that our work 

for welcome reaches far beyond our own 

(Continued on page 4) 

Update: To the Tune of  

a Welcoming God  
By David R. Weiss 

Contributorôs Corner 

So far! That pretty much sums it up. We have come so far in our journey toward full welcome as we move 

into 2010. And we have so far yet to go. 

For the first time in its history the ELCA has opened a doorway for the blessing of same-gender relationships 

and for the ordination of gay and lesbian persons without requiring them to deny their own identity while 

serving the gospel. These are big steps, no doubt. Bigger than some of us might have thought possible only a 

few years ago, though also surely too slow in coming in all of our minds. 

And yet, as evidenced by the rancorous rhetoric that we’ve heard and read since Churchwide Assembly, our 

church as a whole is far from having embraced the welcome we voted into place in August 2009. 

At Wingspan Ministry, along with all the members of St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran Church, we remain com-

mitted to ―modeling and manifesting the gospel call to justice for GLBT persons‖ as our new mission state-

ment affirms. In the coming year that means remaining in collaboration with other members of Goodsoil as 

we track the ELCA’s work to implement the changes voted on in 2009—and doing our part to solidify those 

changes as other groups seek to undo them. 

This issue of Soaring with Wingspan identifies other initiatives already underway. And because of our congre-

gation’s commitment to global partnerships and to local partnerships with communities of color, we intend to 

discover how we can participate in building bridges in both of those areas. 

As always, your prayerful and financial support both steady us and encourage us in our work. Truly we are 

partners in welcome. A self-addressed return envelope is enclosed for your use. Your generous support makes 

our ministry possible. We offer our thanks in advance. 

— David R. Weiss and William Randall Beard, Co-Chairs  

Update: Come to the Table  
By William Randall Beard 

Following a successful performance at Churchwide 

Assembly 2009, Wingspan has been invited to perform the 

historical drama, Come to the Table, as part of the Lutherans 

Concerned/North America national conference, Let Justice 

Roll, in Minneapolis. The performance will likely take place 

on Friday, July 9, but this has yet to be finalized. 

Come to the Table sets the issue of the inclusion of GLBT 

persons in the church within the broader context of the 

church’s history of being welcoming.  

A committee, chaired by former Wingspan staff member 

Leo Treadway, is organizing a tour of the play for 2010. It is 

a resource that would serve all congregations, those with a 

history of struggling with issue and those just beginning. 

The July performance will be used to test interest in future 

performances for some targeted audiences. 

Contact us at cometothetable@live.com for more infor-

mation about the production. 
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congregation. To the Tune sold very well at the 

Goodsoil room at Churchwide Assembly in August, 

and besides my own website (www.davidrweiss.com) 

it’s available online via the major online services 

(Amazon, Borders, Barnes and Noble) and also as a 

featured resource on both the LC/NA and the Institute 

for Welcoming Resources websites.  

Additionally, through the gifts of generous donors, 

we’ve been able to provide copies of To the Tune to 

each camper attending the Naming Project’s 

(www.thenamingproject.org) summer camp the past 

two years. And Wingspan is currently receiving gifts 

designated for ―Humming the Tune,‖ which allow us 

to place copies of the book in ELCA college libraries 

and in Lutheran Campus Ministries. So far 40 books 

have been mailed out to libraries and campus 

ministries, and we expect to double that number this 

spring. Our goal is to get the book into places where 

it can reach the hearts and minds of those who can 

benefit from it. 

Finally, I’ve also decided to put myself ―on the road‖ 

for welcome. Moved both by the positive reception of 

my book and by my own vocational urgings, I’m now 

devoting myself fulltime to writing and speaking 

around issues of faith, sexuality, and welcome. 

Knowing that this is a moment of real ferment in the 

life of the church, I’m committed to invest my 

primary energy into nurturing full welcome (at least 

as long as I can also pay my own bills). I visited 

several college campuses and churches last fall and I 

have a growing schedule of engagements for this 

spring and summer—but I’m happy to receive more 

invitations. If you’re interested in where I’ve been, 

where I’m going next, or want to consider bringing 

me to a place near you, check out my wordpress 

website (http://tothetune.wordpress.com).  

Update: To the Tune of a Welcoming God 
(Continued from page 3) 

In 1983, the Reconciling In Christ movement began, 

with St Paul-Reformation becoming the first 

congregation to sign on. The number of ELCA 

congregations who have officially become RIC 

churches is now more than 400. The last Sunday in 

January has become the Sunday for celebrating this 

movement’s birth. 

As we planned for the RIC 

worship service at St Paul-

Reformation on January 31, the 

question arose, why are we doing 

this? To simply say it is out of 

tradition is to miss the point, 

although it has indeed become a 

tradition. To think that the action 

taken by the ELCA in assembly 

this past August would perhaps 

make the movement toward 

reconciliation moot is hardly the case, for two 

reasons: 

First, as members of the GLBT community of faith 

and their allies, we need to remember our journey 

and where we have come from, just as the Hebrew 

people retell their journey from slavery in Egypt to 

the promised land. And just as Americans need to 

remember the journey of our Black brothers and 

sisters from slavery and oppression to emancipation, 

we as members of the GLBT community need to 

retell our story and recognize where we have come 

from and where we have yet to achieve justice 

within the Church! 

Which brings us to the second 

point: the journey is far from 

over. There are bishops, pastors, 

c h u r c h  c o u n c i l s  a n d 

congregations who stand opposed 

to the presence of members of the 

GLBT communi ty be ing 

accorded the same rights as 

heterosexual couples and 

heterosexual clergy. Fear, hatred, 

and violence toward members of 

the GLBT community and yes, even their allies, are 

very much present. 

That congregations can put a disclaimer on their 

doors declaring their church and their synods as 

GLBT-free zones is reminiscent of apartheid, of the 

(Continued on page 5) 

Rethinking RIC Sunday 
By Dick Bouton 

òWe as members of the 

GLBT community need to 

retell our story and 
recognize where we have 

come from and where we 

have yet to achieve justice 

within the Churchó 
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Jim Crow laws and of Nazi Germany’s treatment of Jews before Kristallnacht and well before the death 

camps. 

Yet what is at greater stake here for the ELCA is whether or not this church will take seriously the radical 

Grace of God as proclaimed in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ as meant for all God’s 

people. RIC Sunday wasn’t simply about being gay or lesbian, transgendered, or bisexual. It was about the 

Church recognizing and celebrating the Grace of God in its diversity and inclusiveness. It is about opening 

hearts, making the Good News real through open doors and an open Table! 

Deepening the Welcome: A St Paul Reformation Lutheran Church  

Perspective Concerning Civil and Religious Marriage  
By Jim McGowan 

Since 2007, St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran Church, 

led by an ad hoc marriage task force, has engaged in 

a multi-faceted educational process and discussion 

exploring the advantages and disadvantages of 

discontinuing the practice of performing civil 

marriage ceremonies. The 

civil aspect of marriage 

binds the couple in a legal 

contract. The religious 

a spec t  o f  mar r i a ge , 

expressed in ceremonies 

involving words, prayers, 

music, and blessings from a 

religious tradition, reinforces 

the sacredness of the vows. 

The SPR marriage task force will lead a breakout 

session as part of the "Deepening the Welcome" 

workshop on April 17 at Edina Community 

Lutheran Church, inviting other congregations to 

join this important discussion. For more 

information, go to www.msp-synod-inclusivity.org/

id3.html. 

SPR began its discussion by asking its members to 

address three basic questions: What kind of policy 

or practice would best affirm equal marriage rights 

for all couples? What kind of a policy would best 

embrace SPR’s mission of ―…advocating for 

justice, peace and transformation of oppressive 

systems?‖ And what would be the consequences of 

adopting a policy of performing only religious or 

blessing ceremonies to the exclusion of civil 

marriage ceremonies?  

Today, more than 1000 laws protect the marriage 

relationship and confer rights and responsibilities on 

couples who enjoy the privilege of a civil legal 

marriage. Current Minnesota law specifically 

prohibits same-gender couples from entering into a 

marriage or any kind of relationship that would 

extend such benefits and protections to them. 

This is at odds with the traditions and practices at 

SPR. Beginning in 1983 and continuing to the 

present, SPR has facilitated and shared in the 

celebration of many long-term same-gender 

covenants as well as long-term marriages, giving 

equal value, respect, and support to each of these 

covenant relationships. 

The ad hoc marriage task force facilitated 

educational opportunities and dialogue focusing on: 

1) the need to respond to the injustices of our 

current civil marriage laws; 2) the Biblical 

underpinnings of marriage; 3) the history of 

marriage in society, culture and the church; 4) the 

case for separating religious and civil marriage 

ceremonies; and 5) key questions around which to 

center a thoughtful dialogue. 

While SPR has not decided to discontinue 

p e r f o r m i n g  c i v i l 

marriage ceremonies, 

couples who seek to use 

the facilities of SPR or 

its pastors for their 

marriage ceremony are 

encouraged to consider 

seriously the benefits of 

choosing to separate 

their religious ceremony 

at SPR from a civil 

ceremony performed 

elsewhere in a civil 

venue. 

Rethinking RIC Sunday 
(Continued from page 4) 

òWhat would be the 

consequences of 

adopting a policy of 
performing only 

religious or blessing 

ceremonies to the 

exclusion of civil 
marriage 

ceremonies?ó 

òWhat kind of 

policy or practice 

would best affirm 
equal marriage 

rights for all 

couples?ó 
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• Don't believe those who say ELCA's  

new policy on gays isn't a big deal  

— it's a huge change for the better.  

By DAVID R. WEISS 

Last August the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America changed its policy  

to allow for blessing same-gender cou- 

ples and ordaining persons in commit- 

ted same-gender relationships. 

Since then very few official Luther- 

an voices have dared to publicly cele- 

brate the good news this offers our gay  

and lesbian members. Our leaders pre- 

fer to downplay any real significance to  

this policy change -- a bit like pretend- 

ing it was no big deal when the early  

church began recognizing non-Jews as  

fully Christian without needing to be- 

come Jewish in diet and practice. 

They keep saying nothing has  

changed. Individual churches continue  

to have final say over whose relation- 

ships are blessed in their sanctuaries and  

who is called to serve in their parishes. 

Churches unconvinced that homosexu- 

ality is part of the diversity of God's cre- 

ation can continue to call it an abomina- 

tion if they prefer. So, in this sense, I sup- 

pose nothing has changed. 

However, for some folks things clear- 

ly have changed -- and not for the bet- 

ter. The most vocal Lutherans these  

days are threatening to take their wal- 

lets, their memberships and occasional- 

ly their entire congregations elsewhere.  

They say that in August the ELCA jet- 

tisoned its understanding of sin, its re- 

spect for the Bible and its fidelity to the  

Lutheran confessions. Yikes. 

So, what's a Lutheran to do if you're  

actually pleased by the August actions?  

Short of posting my words on the door  

of every ELCA Lutheran church, I'll set- 

tle for having my brief say here: 

•We have not chosen to ignore sin.  

In good Lutheran fashion we see sin as  

broken relationship, whether with God,  

our fellow humans or the world. Our un-

derstanding of what specifically consti- 

tutes sin has changed in every era. Nine- 

ty years ago at a good Lutheran elemen- 

tary school my grandfather's left arm  

was literally tied to his desk to keep him  

from "sinning" by writing with "the dev- 

il's hand." There are a lot of specific be- 

haviors that used to be seen as sins, but  

which we now realize don't break rela- 

tionship with God or anyone else. We  

may not all agree on that list, but it's a  

cheap shot to say that we've dismissed  

the whole notion of sin. We haven't. 

•We have not rejected the Bible.  

Luther was no biblical literalist. He  

used all the scholarship at his dispos- 

al, and through it he heard genuine- 

ly good news in the Bible. In a similar  

way, through scholarship and prayer 

we've been convinced that there is  

yet more good news to proclaim. In a  

very Lutheran way, we respect the Bi- 

ble too much to think that it's best un- 

derstood by just reading the words off  

the page. For Luther the Bible only be- 

comes God's Word when it offers life.  

He would be outraged to see the Bible  

used like a club to batter people. 

•We have not forsaken the Lutheran  

confessions. The heart of the Reforma- 

tion, "the doctrine by which the church  

stands or falls," as Luther wrote, is "jus- 

tification by faith." To people dreadful- 

ly anxious about their salvation, Luther 

declared that our behavior — whether  

good or bad — had nothing to do with  

fixing our relationship with God. God  

fixes the relationship as a gift. 

For many of us right now, the words of  

those who are angry about the changed  

policies seem determined, in a very un- 

Lutheran way, to make one whole cate- 

gory of people eternally anxious about  

their salvation. The Reformation was  

about ending that anxiety, not institu- 

tionalizing it. 

So, to those who say that the ELCA  

betrayed its own Lutheran heritage last  

August, I beg to differ. The heart of the  

Reformation is about grace and wel- 

come offered as a free gift to people oth- 

erwise made anxious by social and reli- 

gious forces. And this year, at long last,  

from the heart of the Reformation I'm  

saying to my gay and lesbian brothers  

and sisters, "Welcome home." 

David R. Weiss is a writer in St. Paul. 
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